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Introduction

In August of 2006, I began publishing Things Change as a biweekly webcomic. 
To write Things Change I am using Ovid’s Metamorphoses–in a few translations though 
mostly the translation by Horace Gregory (Signet Classic edition) with supplemental 
reading of the Allen Mandelbaum translation (the version I first read of the poem)–as 
a generative text. I am not directly adapting Ovid’s work, rather I am using his stories 
as a jumping off point for characters, events, themes, images, words, or whatever else 
seems useful for the particular story. At times I have stuck close to the original story, 
but for most of the stories the myths lurk behind the scenes.

Things Change has been a vehicle for my ongoing experiments with comics, 
which is why many of the stories have quite different appearances and styles (also 
befitting the theme of change). All content was made digitally using a Wacom drawing 
tablet. This file contains the complete pages from Book One. Books One and Two are 
linked short stories; Books Three and Four (ongoing) are both single narratives.

I hope you enjoy the comics here. If so, please go to Things Change’s web home 
madinkbeard.com/comics to read more. You might also visit my blog madinkbeard.
com/blog to read my writings on comics. This book has been published (along with 
Book Two) as a print-on-demand volume, but I am interested in hearing from any 
potential publishers.

-Derik
07.31.09



Book One

Invocation  *  Ages of Man  *  Deucalion and Pyrrha

Apollo and Daphne  *  Io
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Ages of Man
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Deucalion and Pyrrha
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Apollo and Daphne
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Io
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Notes:

p. 8 Panel 4: Images borrowed, clockwise from top-left: Frank Santoro’s Storeyville, Archie 
Americana 1960’s, Alex Toth’s Zorro, Jim Steranko’s Marvel romance.

p. 8 Panel 5: Clockwise from top-left: Oulipo Compendium, Mandelbaum’s translation of 
Ovid’s Metamorphoses, Gaddis’ The Recognitions, Sorrentino’s Crystal Vision, Breton’s Na-
dja, Gregory’s translation of Ovid’s Metamorphoses; a De Chirico painting; a Phil Ochs 
song (”When in Rome”); Anna Karina and co. from Godard’s Bande a Parte.

p. 12: CD covers (left to right): Bob Dylan “Desire”, Sonic Youth “Daydream Nation”, 
Matthew Sweet “Girlfriend”, Bruce Springsteen “The Wild, the Innocent, and the E Street 
Shuffle”, Patti Smith “Easter”, and Neil Young “Tonight’s the Night.”

p. 18: For what it’s worth, that is my grandfather’s real obituary. I just edited out the last 
paragraph where it mentions all the family members by name. That’s a sketch I did of 
him a few years ago.

 The font used in the comics portion of this book is primarily Blambot’s “Webletterer 
BB” (www.blambot.com).

 



About the Author

Derik A. Badman is a librarian by profession and a comics artist and critic by passion. He 
has been blogging at madinkbeard.com since 2004 and posting webcomics since 2005. His 
first webcomic, Maroon, was a year long experiment about a man on a deserted island. He 
lives in the suburbs of Philadephia, PA with his wife, two cats, and lots of books.

Things Change continues with Book Two,
available online and in print at:

madinkbeard.com/comics


