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SEPTEMBER OF 2005,
THE NEWS 1$ FILLED WITH
IMAGES OF FLOODED
CITY STREETS, PEOPLE
ROWING TINY BOATS
DOWN THEM, AND NOW
HOMELESS MILLIONS
SHUFFLED INTO VARIOUS
TEMPORARY SHELTERS.
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] WAL | T4 DrY (N PENNSYLVANIA,
HAVING MOVED INTO A
NEW APARTMENT IN THE
PREVIOUS MONTH.

PECPLE ARE

PlsPLACED, LOST,
KILLED...

AND I’#"L FREAKING OUT
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-ONE TINY MOUSE.
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I &OT UP EARLY THE NEXT MORNING, VISITED THE
HARDWARE STORE ACROSS THE STREET, AND PURCHASED
SOME MATERIAL TO FIX UP A FEW OBVIOUS MOUSE HOLES.
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BEHIND A FEW LARGE
HOLES, THAT I DIDN'T AT
FIRST CONNECT WITH THE
MOUSE HOLES RECALLED
FROM OLD TOM AND
JEREY CARTOONS.

(ACTUAL SIZE.)
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ONE MORNING SHORTLY AFTER, L SAW IT BRUN INTC THE
CLOSET A2 SHE &OT OUT OF THE SHOWER. :l
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THAT NIGHT, I EVEN |...CRAWLING UNDER| KILLING IT WITHOUT
CREAMED ABOUT THE CARPET.
THE MOUSE...

.-.IN DREAaM. BUT IN
REAL LIFE I HAVE
TROUBLE WITH
THESE THINGS.

HaVING TO SEE (T...

I PECIPED TO NAME HIM SOMETHING
THAT MaDE DEATH SEEM DESERVING.

AFTER TRYING OUT A FEW DICTATORIAL
NamES, I PECIPEDP ON "MAC MOUSE".

L CLEVERLY SHORTENED IT TO "MAOSE,"
WHICH SAINED MORE RELEVANCY WHEN
I PECIDED To DO THIS CoMIC.
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I EXFECTED MADSE
" AT EVERY CORNER.
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THaAT BECAME THE HOT SPOT FOR
MADSE WATCHING.
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THEY'RE ALWAYS
THERE. YOU JUST
PON'T UslaLLY

SEE THEM.

FOR EACH ONE
YOU SEE, THERE
ARE SlX MORE.
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THE NEXT MISSION WasS GETTING
BEHIND THE &TOVE AND LOCKING
UP ANY POSSIBLE MOUSE DOORS.
FIRST WE HaD OUR FRIEND COME
OVER WITH A SHOPVAC.

WHICH ENDED UFP EMITTING
) CLOUD OF PUST INTO OUR
THANKEFULLY NOT RECENTLY
CLEANED KITCHEN.

1 bl . —

JUDGING FROM THE NUMBER
OF CAT TOYS UNDER THE
STOVE, PREVIOUS TENANTS
HaD oBVIOUSLY HAD A CAT.
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|I LOVE THE EXPANDABLE FOAaM.
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BUT IT PIPN'T EEM TO HELP.
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I RESPELCT ANIMALS WHO
HAVE aADAPTED TO
HUMAN'S OVER-RUNNING
EVERYTHING, YET I CANT
STAND THE IDEA OF A

MOUSE IN THE APARTMENT.
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AS SO0ON AS WE
SEALED UFP ONE
HOLE THERE
SEEMED TO BE
ANgT'I"I-{EE ONE

LE
UNDISCOVERED.
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I PONT EVEN EAT aNIMALS;
I'M A VEGETARLAM.

BUT DRASTIC MEASURES
WERE NEEDED TO
PROTECT MY SAaNITY. I
COULDPN'T SPEND ALL MY
TIME AT HOME LOOKING
AT THE GROUND,
EXPECTING TC SEE A

LITTLE CREATURE THEERE.




I WENT BACK TO THE HARDWARE STORE AND BOUGSHT
SOME TRAPS. THE PACKAGING SUGGESTS PEANUT BUTTER;
L HAD HaNDILY JUST BOUSHT SOME FOR HERSELF.
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THE SUGSSESTED
PLACING OF THE
BaIT ON THE TOFP
INSIDE OF THE
TRAF...

..2IP NOT WORIK.
TAUNTED!

WE WERE FEEDING
HiM NOw.

S0 I FUT PEANUT
BUTTER ON THE
SWITCH.
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HaVINE& ASSUMED THERE
wWas ONLY ONE MOUSE,
A WANDERER FROM
OUTSIDE, I WAS FEELING
BETTER. I LEFT THE
SECONDP TRAFP OUT,
LAZILY.

| A DAY OR TWO PASSED...

I DIDN'T SET UP ANYMORE TRAFS,
THOUGH I WAS TEMFTED TO. AS
LONG AS I DIDN'T SEE ANY
MICE, I WAS GOING TO LEAVE
THINGS BE.




ABOUT THE SAME TIME AS

I KILLED THE MICE, I STARTED
HAVING BACK PAIN, IN AN AREA
AROUND MY SHOULDER BLADE.
I'D NEVER HAD ANY PROBLEMS

THERE BEFORE.

I DECIDED IT waAS KARMIC
BaACKLASH FOR THE MOUSE
MURDERS

AFTER A WEEK OR TWO THE PAIN
WENT AWaAY. MAYBE MAOCSE
PECIDED TO FORGIVE ME.
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= HOLD STILL
A MOMENT...




For Lianne, for love,
for patience with my mouse anxiety.

Derik A Badman is a librarian living in Southeastern PA.
He publishes webcomics and blogs about comics, literary
constraint, and other matters, at madinkbeard.com.

I'his is the first mini-comic he's made in 6 years.

Created October 2005. First PrintingDI";I ovember 2005.
Copyright 2005 Derik A Badman.

This work is licen umﬁ:r the Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial-Share Alike 2.5 License:
http:/ / creativecommons.org/ licenses/ by-nc-sa/2.5/



